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[image: image1.emf] 

In Faith, Hope and Love

Together



Dear Parents/Caregivers

Welcome to the new school year. The first topic in Religious Education for each class is Prayer. The children develop their understanding of what prayer is, the importance of prayer and the various prayer forms.  The main strand to be taught is “Jesus” (outlined on the next page). Lessons on the Liturgical season of Lent and Holy Week will also be covered.

The children’s  RE books will come home during the term with activities to be completed. Each family should have a copy of the Family/Whanau Book which is an excellent source of information about the learning strand the children are currently working on. RE books will also come home at the end of each strand so the children can share their learning with you. Please fill in the parent comment space and help your child to also make a comment about their learning. This is a great way of helping your children reflect on what they have learned.

This year we are focusing on the aspects of Maori spirituality that are part of our Religious Education programme and both teachers and children will be learning and using Maori terms, some of which are given below.
The following statement comes from the RE Curriculum.
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God bless,

Catherine Quinn, DRS
prayer ~ karakia
family ~ whanau
Jesus Christ ~ Hehu Karaiti

Holy Spirit ~ Te Wairua Tapu

God ~ Te Atua

love ~ aroha

faith ~ whakapono

Hope ~ tumanako
peace ~ rangimarie
Truth ~
pono

gift ~ taonga
justice ~ tika

people ~ tangata

land ~ whenua
School Masses and Liturgical Celebrations
Friday 17 February

9am

Charism


School Mass
Wednesday 22 February
9am

Ash Wednesday

School Mass 

Tuesday 27 March

1:30pm
Reconciliation

Room 5 

Sunday 1 April

9am

Palm Sunday


School/Parish Mass

Every Friday at 9am Mass will be celebrated in the library. Each class will attend Mass 2 or 3 times during the term and you are warmly invited to join them in the celebration of the Eucharist. Class teachers will notify you when their class is going.

The following is a brief outline of the key concepts of the Jesus Strand to be covered by each class:
	Room
	Theme
	Strand Summary

	1
	Jesus My Friend
	Catholics believe that Jesus is both human and divine. As a human, Jesus was born into a particular culture, lived in a certain location in a precise time in history. To appreciate Jesus' messages we need to know the realities of his life. In learning about his friendship with his disciples, we can become friends with him today. Family/Whanau Book Pg.17

	2
	Jesus Showed His Love in Different Ways
	Jesus showed his respect and love for people in many ways - talking, listening, sharing, touching, healing and dying, for them. We are called to follow Jesus' example. We can learn about how Jesus lived by reading stories in the Bible. Family/Whanau Book Pg.20 

	3
	Jesus Gives Himself in the Eucharist
	We can give thanks to God for Jesus by joining in the Eucharist. Eucharist helps us to grow in grace and recognise Jesus' presence in the gathering of his people, ministers and Word. Above all, people recognise him in the transformed bread and wine. Family/Whanau Book Pg. 23

	4
	Jesus came to show people how to live and lead them to God
	Jesus invites people to grow closer to God by sharing in his life through the gift of God's grace. By accepting this invitation people share in Jesus' mission of worshipping God and bringing about the Kingdom or Reign of God on earth as it is in heaven.

Family/Whanau Book Pg.20 

	5
	The Life of Jesus 
	Catholic belief is that Jesus called Christ is both human and divine. We need to understand Jesus’ reality. To appreciate his message we can study and reflect on the Scriptures. Family/Whanau Book Pg.29 


Ash Wednesday
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Lent
Lent is a season of the Church’s year that helps us to pray, reflect and do good things like fasting and making sacrifices so that we can come closer to Jesus.
[image: image4.png]During this time of Lent we are called to prayer, fasting and
almsgiving,.

We pray to God.

We fast, eating less food or giving up other things we like for
God (self-denial).

We can practise “almsgiving”. This means giving money, food,
clothing etc. to the poor, or helping others.

We try to model our lives on Jesus.




Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.


			Mark 11:25





When referring to values in a Catholic context we also include virtues. Values are defined as one’s principles or standards; one’s judgement of what is valuable or important in life, and virtues are seen as a habitual and firm disposition to do good.





Virtue for Term 1: Forgiveness


What is Forgiveness?


“I show forgiveness when I give someone another chance after they have done something wrong, knowing that everyone makes mistakes. I own up when I am at fault and make amends.”


How do you practise it?


Remember that everyone makes mistakes.


Take responsibility for your own mistakes.


Make amends if you have hurt someone.





Forgiveness is the best way to encourage ourselves and others 


to take responsibility for our actions, 


to try harder


and to change for the better.





It is by forgiving that one is forgiven. (Mother Teresa)











