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             Newsletter No. 2
Together we excel, we live our faith and celebrate learning and life.

Dear Parents









8 February
Congratulations to our dedicated teachers and wonderful students for their very settled happy start to 2012. It is a privilege to share in their happy learning stories.
Parish Celebration Weekend:
A reminder that this weekend is full of special events to which you are all invited. Please see the programme below. I commend the 9.30am Mass this Sunday at St. Matthews for your family.
A Parish is Born:

Like the expectation of awaiting a new-born child, hopes and excitement are building as we approach the launching of the brand new parish of Bryndwr. While we also prepare to farewell and give thanks to God for all that he has done in St. Matthews and Our Lady of Perpetual Help over five decades. Joy is tinged with sadness; memories mixed with hopes.

The celebration weekend of 10 – 12 February promises to be memorable as we will gather to celebrate the heritage of both parishes, and to begin the process of discerning a vision for the new parish of Bryndwr.

There will be time to socialise and get to know one another, recall our histories, and make plans for the future.
Celebration Weekend Programme:

Friday 10 February:
6.00pm – 7.30pm 
An informal family night for young and young at heart. Wine







and cheese, fellowship and games for children.







View historical displays.

Saturday 11 February
9.00am


Mass




9.30am


Cuppa




10.00am – 1.00pm
Parallel Workshops:







- visioning our future







- “What could our new parish look like?”







- a safe way to say ‘hello’ and discover our many gifts.







- antique roadshow – historical displays; recording special







  Memories

· Discuss the new patronal name for the parish. 
7.00pm – 9.30pm
Celebration Supper




A wonderful supper will be provided ($10 Koha suggested for




Some expenses over weekend) Short entertaining talks by two




Special guest speakers from each parish. BYO drinks.

Sunday 12 February
9.30am


One combined Mass




10.30am

Group photo




10.45am

Pot luck brunch (bring a plate).

School Hat Badges:
Thank you to the PTA for purchasing hat badges for each student. These named badges make both hat and child identification much easier! They will be particularly helpful on school trips such as our visit to Ferrymead on 24 February.
Meet the Team Meeting: 15 February:

A reminder that next Wednesday 15 February you are invited to the library at 7.30pm. Here we will share the features and benefits of our new 2011 school website. Following this each teacher will share a short summary of their class expectations (back in their classrooms). This meeting will be finished by 8.30pm.
School Mass: 17 February:
You are invited to our first school Mass next Friday 17 February at 9.00am. The focus of this thanks giving Mass is our school history.
Friday 9.00am Mass:
This week Rooms 3 and 4 are attending Mass. You are welcome to join us.
Text Alert System:
Apologies for only giving some of the instructions las week ……..

TWITTER INSTRUCTIONS:
Visit www.twitter.com – Click “SIGN UP”

When setting up your account and profile you can choose to skip the steps such as “INTERESTS” or “FRIENDS” etc.

You will be asked to verify your twitter account. This is done by a link that is sent through to the email account you used in the set up process.
Click the “WHO TO FOLLOW” link at the top of your twitter homepage.
Search for StAlbCath

When you have located the school click the “FOLLOW” button.

Once you have signed up and verified you are ready to adjust your settings to follow the school tweets. You can choose to follow the school on our website (if you have Windows 8) however if you really want the functionality twitter can provide you need to set up mobile notifications.
Go to your Twitter profile by clicking the “PROFILE” link at the top of your Twitter homepage.

On the right hand column click “SET UP MOBILE NOTIFICATIONS”.

AGAIN ON THE RIGHT HAND COLUMN LOCATE “Text Messaging on Twitter”. Click the little cell phone icon so that it turns green.

Now you are ready to go.

Behaviour Management Procedure:
At St. Albans Catholic School we live and learn by the Gospel Values. Our community wishes to be noted for the respectful manner, courtesy and tolerance we show to one another.

Teachers are committed to ensuring we have a consistent approach to behaviour issues, as we endeavour to protect both the emotional and physical wellbeing of our students.  Four levels of behaviour have been developed to encourage the students to accept responsibility for their words and actions.

Levels of Behaviour 1 – 4

Level 1:
I know what to do and do it without being reminded.

(Green)

i.e. self motivated and self disciplined.

Level 2:
I know what to do but need to be reminded.

(Yellow)
i.e. conforms and complies when asked.

Level 3:
My behaviour is unacceptable and/or inappropriate

(Orange)
i.e. making others unhappy.

Level 4:
My behaviour is unsafe to myself and/or others

(Red)

i.e. out of control/dangerous.
Student Information Forms etc:

Thank you to those who have already returned these forms. If you have not could these please be returned by tomorrow, Thursday 9 February.

Weet-Bix Tryathlon:

If your child is interested in participating in the Weet-Bix Tryathlon on Sunday 11 March please see Mrs Tohill. 

Sunscreen:

As in the past children are expected to have had sunscreen applied before leaving home. We have cancer society sunscreen available in every classroom for the children to use as they go out to lunch. We are aware that some students are sensitive to some sun lotions. If this is the case please send a named supply to school. I ask for your help in showing your children correct application of sun lotion ie not near their eyes.

Garden Club:

This term we are starting a Garden Club for those who are keen to get their hands dirty and help nurture and cultivate plants and seeds, especially in the vege patch.

Volunteers will be able to spend some of their lunch time in the garden. We are asking those who are keen to help, to bring two 2litre milk containers.  These will be filled on our designated watering days to use to water on Mondays.

We would also like to ask if anyone is able to supply cuttings for our driveway garden, perhaps geraniums, pelargoniums, penstemons, perennial salvia etc.

Mrs Ryan

Ferrymead Trip:
Thank you to the parents who have already indicated they would like to join us on this wonderful learning opportunity. We still require a few more helpers. If you are keen to help please contact Jenni.
A Prayer to Celebrate Waitangi Day:
E te Atua, God of All Nations of the Earth,

You have given us this rich land for our heritage.

Enlighten us, that we may provide a haven for all your peoples.

Within the fabric of our differences, weave us together as your people.

Over time we have come from many lands,

Bringing with us your gifts of our unique cultures.

Help us to listen openly and to live harmoniously with each other.

Guide us along the path of justice and mercy.

May our hearts be ever thankful for the blessings and peace that cultural diversity brings.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

Kororia ki a koe, e te Ariki (Glory to God)

Amene

God Bless
Annette Sjoberg
Parish News:
PLAYGROUP:

The next Parish Playgroup is on Tuesday 14 February at Kim Rose’s home 256 Geraldine Street. 

Phone 385-2205. All welcome. 
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